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the regiments quartered in the capital. On October 21 the military revolutionary committee appointed commissars to supervise the activities of the commander of the Petrograd garrison, Colonel Polkov-nikov: all his orders were to be counter-signed by a commissar. When Polkovnikov refused to submit to the dictation of the committee, the latter announced that it had assumed full control of the defense of the capital and that no one else had the power to issue military orders. The Provisional Government could not ignore this overt act, and in the night of October 23 decided to institute legal proceedings against the members of the military revolutionary committee, to rearrest the Bolshevik leaders free on bail, to close Bolshevik newspapers, and to bring to Petrograd from the near-by garrisons loyal troops, chiefly cadets of the military schools. In the morning hours of October 24, steps were taken to carry out these and kindred measures. The Bolshevik-controlled cruiser Aurora, which entered the Neva and came to anchor opposite the Winter Palace, was ordered to put out to sea. The editorial offices and plant of two Bolshevik papers (Rdbochii put and Soldat) were seized by the cadets, who also occupied bridges and patrolled the main thoroughfares. The Aurora sailors, however, ignored the order and put themselves unreservedly at the disposal of the military revolutionary committee. By 11 A.M. the troops of the committee ejected the cadets from the offices of the Bolshevik papers, which were printed and distributed. Both the Provisional Government and the military revolutionary committee issued appeals charging each other with "provocation" and warning the population against unauthorized outbreaks by which counter-revolution alone was to profit.
At the afternoon session of the Council of the Republic, Kerensky, in a highly emotional speech, promised to crush the revolt of "the rabble" (chern) and called for the whole-hearted support of the assembly. The council, however, after hours of futile casuistry and wrangling, passed a resolution which partly blamed the Provisional Government for the existing situation and demanded the immediate transfer of all privately owned land to the land committees, an energetic peace policy including the publication of secret agreements, and the establishment of a committee of public salvation that would work "in contact with the Provisional Government." A. F. Dan, a Menshevik leader and chairman of the Centra] Executive Committee, who was a member of the delegation which communicated the resolution to Kerensky,